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‘Ryan’s Notes from the Road’

Sewdor Chisf Terry Rwaw i5 assigned
fa the Naval Technicol Training Cexler
af Naval Air Station Meridian —
Lawderdale Conniy’s single lxrgesf
amflover, B, e logistics specialist
receiped TALY arders {or orders for
Yemparary adiitional duiy™) te the
Multi-NWational Securify Transifion
Command iy Haghdad, frag.

A 2d-vear Navy reteran, Terry is
ariginaily from Vaoudalia, Chie, He
enfoys fshing and reading ond is
mrarking towarnd @ bachelar’s degree in
warketing ot Mississippd Stafe
LimiversifyMeridion Cawpus,

What does fre wmiss wmest? “Walking
ry canine comparion, Henry, with my
mife, Lizg Sunday.”

The most amazing ihing abowt
Terrys [atter horie o Meridian is his
alvility b besp Ivis dry sense of huwor
imtact in whal gre_ for all af his
kidding, dangerons swrrenndings,

By Terry Ryan
spacial to The Star

Greetings from the "Cradle of Clvi-
lzation” — o as [ ke toocall i, When is
the Wal-Mart apening?”

After [ got my orders, 1 had a short
pet-toknowthe=Army stay at Fort Bliss,
Texas, where | saw the first snow of
the seasan and was introduced to neat
things like MEEs (Meals Beady oo Eat),
combat bosds, Aemy chow and oy new
girlfriend, Miss M-16. [ have yed fo
name “her,” but 've cleaned it a fow
times.

While at Fart Bliss, we packed a kst
of training into five dayvs. Everything
from first aid, chemical aitack, that the
Mavy has a good dental plan, cultural
awareness, 3Ts, that T am losing my
hearing and how te seore with my new
girlfriend.

The best part of the long Mght 1o
Kuiwait was sitting in first class. As the
senior enlisted man, | was pequired o
b mear the senior officer an the ighe.

My Job was basic crowd contral.
This was easy because no aleohol was
servel, Gosd thing because the crowd
wias g mixture of militery ane civilians,
private coptractors and gover nment
employees,

Arriving in Irag

We were in Kuwait for less than 24
hours before our flight to Irag. The
flight into [rag was the by far the worst
flight | hawe ever been an.

The reason s that the palot had 1o
land the alrcraft (o C-1300 in a
mpaneuver called combat landing, as
oppesed 1o the outgoing ight which
will be a combat take-off. A normal
landing or take=off is a long slow hoii-
#ontal climb or descent.

Accombat landing 1s a steep climb or
descent inoa tght, circalar Just like a

*»

Shortly after arriving
al my new command,

I experienced my first mortar
altack, Shortly after arviving
at my new tent, which
I shared with 30 of my closest
friends, I experienced my
second mortar attack ... The
only thing the insurgents
could it with a mortar
is the ground, and that is only
by the grace af gravity,

Terry Ayam

corkscrew) motion. [ nearly lost my
breakfast, broke out ina sweat and had
a hard tioe breathing. [ am mot looking
foraard to the light out of here — naod
e the ride portion anyrway. The reason
for the tight circle s the possibility of
being targeted iy missiles.

My next adventure was the ride from
the airport te the Green Zone (think of
the Green Zene as a safe area, Le. you
Beat the throw to secoemd basel.

The msde of transpoertation for this
lew 5 normally a bus they call the “Steel
Ehine.™ The “"Stecl Bhing™ is an
armored us (think shoet vellow, in this
cise tan, s with Tulbet-prood windows)
that travels with af least two armdgred
Humwess with Secaliber automatic
WA

Woell, that wies mob to be, “Why2," you
oy aisbe. G abead and ask, P'm waiting.

The road betweon the aleport and
Bragladag] wias oo dangerons to trave] by
convaedt o, we trveled the few miles o
gt new horme by helicopter

Mortar attacks

Shortly after areiving af my new
comimand, | experienced my firsi
mertar altack.

Shortly after arviving at my new ent,
which 1 shared with 30 of roy closest
friends, | experienced my  second
mrtar attack. Every night for the mext
fowr nights, between T pon. and 8 pan.,
the insurgents would send into the
Presidential Palace Compound where
my el b= located, theee moriar rownds.

By the secend night, 1 said “the H
with it" aned staved in ooy tent instead of
Teading for the bunker, The lnsurgents
were firing for effect. The only thing the
insurgems coukl Dt with a mortar bs the
ground, and that s only by the grace of
graviey.

Dueing my first 10 days o the
country, Tioted argand my fak vest (35
poaanid s} and Kevlar helmet 0 poancds).

SAND AND DUST

EUBMITTEDR PHOTD

Sanior Chief Tarry Ryan, curranthy stationsd in Baghdad, savs Gamp Victory is sandy and dusty. As he describes it
"t kind of dust that is baby powder fine, the kind of dust that will find its way inte a vacuum-packed jar, tha kind of
dust that, whean & sand flea breaks wind, a cloud of dust fills the air”

Pt that I'm complaining, [ =l have all
the parts [ camse here with.

Bad taste and
plenty of dust

[ will irw to deseribe the Presidential
Palace. 1t's huge. Some of the tle saork (=
artiully done, some s ot Some of the
crafismmanship s magmificent, some nol
=0 rmach.

Uhr, conalel i b that &ll of the abuse the
]aal.a{'u el h'fl.ll'q',-!ll:ll‘il'lﬁl' ainrl after
the war has taken its toll? In most cases,
[ will e,

Howewer, [ would have questioned
stk of The pecomimendationg the inte
rir desigmers made. Was it that the gov-
ernment il bad taste, or, the deslgners
Il Bt ot For thee groverniment ?

Whatever it was, some rooms and
even sections of hallways hal miss
matchesd markle tiles. Colors, tengtures
aned even orlentation are all befddled.
The mosaic work on the celling is all
hand-carved and panted.

[ Ty @ ol 10 i woned to ave groals.
Well, mine 15 to aeadl mwvself of all the
Bathraoms | have access to i the palace
I5 it achievable? Yes, | beliewe ao. 11055
e little things in lif .

Life here in Carp Victory 15 full of
sl and dust, the Kind of dust that s
bk posrier fne. The kind of dust thal
will fimd it way into & vacuumepacked
jar. The kind of dust that, when a sand
Mhea breaks wind, a cloud of dust flls the
ar. Shall 1 goon?

Here Tam surrouwnded by Gls and
wie are separated by o common lan-
guagre | am learning to speak G Water
Point 15 where cazses of bottled water
are stored Tor distribation. Fuel Point is
where viehicles aro Alled with fuel Mess
Fiall is where one goes to eat. Latrine is
wlhiere g Enes o evacuite what e
just ate . ¥ESEE SRS ot out of the
vy, | hawe Saddam's Revenge.”

It's not so bad

Life here §s really no oworss than
being on a sig-month tour at sea In
some aspects, it's even better [ can
walk in a stealght line for 1000 fer
without banging iy shin inte a knee
I{r'|-.||_"|[|.:l', |.l|'g||i.I!|R' upar il n]:ll‘]ﬂl.:l',
o aving to open a watertight hatch.
Hiovaewver, [ da miss the Chief's Meas.

[ wm learning twe languages, Arabic
and Fiji. The security detail that guards
the warchouse, were [ work, 18 made up

of all Fipans., You might wonder why
retired Fijian soldiers are guarding a
warehowse full of WIS andl anuindg
e hased for the ragi armed forees,

Well, the warchouse s located on
the grounds of the Inter national Ak
poart, Fun by the [ean government (ndl
reallyd, and Is operated by a private con-
tracier (not KERY. The private con-
tractor, Skylink, hired their own secu-
rity detall. My work consists of quality
assurancs and materiel disteibuation.

The US4y show areived in town
tostlay, Fobin Willlams was a blast. John
Elwray was inspleing. Lee Ann Tweeden
was stunning.

The show started with the 1st Cav-
alry's o garage band playing a wide
agsartment of music. Some of the band
members perform well with  their
chosen instroments; athers need o
keep thelr day jobs, The crowd was
appreciative of thelr efforts en a coll
morning. After the show Robin, Jobn
and Lee Ann signed autographs, Nol
exveryome was able to obdain the desived
'xi.g:l'l:l.h:n.‘l.: because of lung s aid
short time.

Well, it s e te bring this edition of
“Hyan's Motes from the Road” o a
close, Until next time, keep your stick
o the lee.

Braggaing rights

'\JM}I
unche, Jeff
Skinner, Is a
stalf ser-
geant in the
M|5xlxﬂ1ﬁ‘.\-i
Army
Maticmnal
Guards
185th Avia-
tion Llmie,
Campany
{3, in
Meridian. He is 56 vears olid
and a fulktime erew chief an
the Chinook helicopter. He
will be coming home in Feb-
ruary o March and we are
very prowd of him ... We have
muissed him and praved for his
sale et . | would ke to be
in the 115, Mavy when | grow
uprand serve my country.”

Dhaniel Powell, Little Rock

Powall

“We want to brag on Capt.
Dresgber Thor nton of the b is-
stsaippd Army Mational
Guard's 150h Combat Engid-
neer Battalion in Meridian
because we are his prowd par-
ents We live b ﬁﬁ:"lh:—q{l'.
where Dhexter gres up. Our
community i very prowd of
T for bedng so biave and
M hiting For our coantry.
Drester has been bn the mili-
tary for 17 vears.

“Aside fram holding the
title of capiain, e is alsg a
wanderful eon, hushand,
father, brother and friend o
all. Treatter is a Chriatian man
with good values. Hels a
leader and such an asset 1o the

military, We lowe him so much

aned can't wait for his safe

return home from overseas”
Jerry and THanne

Thaornioen,
Carthage
This
message s
for Spe.
Iﬂ!ﬂil.l 1

Griffin of
the Missis-
sipgl Army
Mational
Guard's
1485th Avia-

tiom Carougs,
Company
G, in
Meridian: “I lowe Uncle Jason.
Fle b5 im the Army and he had
Eor g o war with a lot of ather
peaple and 1 miss him. T am
glad there are peeple like
Linele Jasan who fight for gar
countey to keep it free and
Hi‘l.fl\.!."

Haley Griffin, Decatur

Gridfin

This message is for SgL.
Jackle Abercrombie of the
Mississippi Arooy Mational
Guard's 185%th Aviatien '['::l‘v:a-|:||'|.
Company G, in Meridian:
“Thank yous and yvour unit for
sour unselfshness in serving
your country in leag. | know
vou all miss vour home anid
family, but are serving to the
Beesst oo wonar abilive. We just

want vou all to know that we
appreciate your sacrifice to
wour country. We pray for your
aafe return.”
Connie Wiggins®
HSith grade class
Crestwood Elementary
School

“1 want to brag on Pwt. Chad
Williarms of the Mississippi
Army Mational Guard’s 1560h
Combat Engineer Battalion,
Company A, because he s a
great nephew and person.

"He has courage, faith, a
wery lowving heart and smile
that is Blinding. He enlisted
after the war had started in
Irad. He said he wasn™t' mai-
i ane had no children. He
wanted to go se he could
I'|.:|'||ﬁ.-.‘:|.: aive of the atlier sol-
diers who hail beon owver thera
for & year or maore.

“1 preay Gosd will give him
the strength to get through
this and corme home with that
bright smile. We acceqt the
fact this Is what he wanted to
e, W bowe hien se much. This
is just @ leele bie of why his
family 18 50 proad to ave him
b canp lives. He's enly 21 vears
ald But very muel & man and
unselfish.”

Debbie Penny, Little Hock

This message is for Spe.
Les Cummings of the Missis
sined Armw Mational Guard's

LESh Aviation Group, Come
pany G 1 am your mom's aunt
adl it has heen vears sinee
['we seen wou, and 1 hope i
wiltt be long before vou are at
Bt andd [ ean see Wi ﬁ#ﬁ.iﬂ.
[ want to thank vou for serving
our countey in Teag. Your mom
aind [ have L‘:ll:'rvl""x|'|||:|'|-!|.|.:|i b!r'
eemail Tor some time now and
sl s very cager for you o
et home to the Uniterd
States . When vou get home,
[ am loeking forward to vour
telling me about seme of your
experiences i Irag.”

Nell R, Wakefeld, Florence



